ST. FRANCIS MANOR EXPANDS EFFORTS TO PROVIDE AFFORDABLE HOMES FOR VERO BEACH SENIORS
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WITH THE COMMUNITY’S HELP,
ST. FRANCIS MANOR EXPANDS
EFFORTS TO PROVIDE AFFORDABLE
HOMES FOR VERO BEACH SENIORS.
WRITTEN BY ANN TAYLOR

H

ome. No matter the size, style or setting,
“home” is a place where one can snuggle in
and feel safe. Yet for some limited income

seniors the ability to rent even the smallest apartment
is beyond their financial reach.
That’s why St. Francis Manor, a nonprofit senior
community that offers independent living for individuals 62 or older with assets less than $25,000, is
in expansion mode. The cheery yellow buildings with
98 efficiency apartments are full with 100 residents
claiming 1750 20th Ave. as their home address. With
an ever-growing waiting list, the need for two additional buildings is a priority. So is raising the $2,025,000 it
will take to construct the new 18 one-bedroom units.
“There is such a need for affordable housing for
seniors because the cost of rental housing has gone
up and up while their monthly income hasn’t. As more
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baby boomers retire, many who never recovered from
the last recession, that number is likely to go even higher,” says Louis Schacht, who with co-chair Maria-Elena
Kitchell launched the “Growing Homes at the Manor”
capital campaign with a groundbreaking early this year.

The cheery yellow
efficiency apartments
at St. Francis Manor
provide independent
living for limited
income seniors.
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The Manor’s 98 apartments are
full. With a growing waiting list,
the need to build additional
housing units became a priority.

“A year ago we had an average of 30 names on the wait-

this place and participated in all of the activities. Mom also

week. I grew up in Vero, and my grandparents, who I was

ing list; now there are 45 individuals hoping to find a place

started the library. Her apartment — her home — was her

very close to, had recently passed away. This was my way

here. They desperately need our help,” Schacht continues.

pride and joy and she showed it to all the new residents,”

to give back.”

“We need to have people come visit and see what we have.

says Scott, the Manor’s executive director.

Once they take a tour and hear our story, they’re more likely
to support our effort.”
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Connie Callahan, Linda Scott, and Carole Hull sprout bunny ears as they join in on the
fun at last year’s Easter party hosted by Holy Cross Catholic Church.

Over the years, community organizations, local busi-

“Up until 15 years ago, it was pretty much a mom-and-

nesses and individuals have also given back by “adopting”

pop operation and the buildings weren’t the cheerful yellow

the Manor, which depends solely on the generosity of the

And what a story it is, going back to the early 1970s

you see today; they were pretty dark and dreary, and there

community. Holy Cross Catholic Church, Rotary Club of

when developer Frank Zorc set the wheels in motion to

wasn’t much landscaping. When Louis and Darby Gibbons

Vero Beach Sunrise, Epic Missions Inc., St. Edward’s School

build privately-funded affordable housing units for income

came on the board of directors, things began to change.”

and others have helped contribute to maintaining the

limited seniors on 5 acres north of Vero Beach High School.

The year was 2002, and Schacht remembers it like it

A long-term, $1-a-year lease was signed with Indian River

was yesterday. “I had come home after graduating from the

“Holy Cross puts on four social events a year, includ-

County, and walls began going up. By 1981 all 98 units had

University of North Carolina and was looking for a place

ing a Christmas party where they bring in all the food and

been built. Since then hundreds of residents have found a

to volunteer when I ran into Darby, who was a teacher at

hand out presents, making sure every resident gets one,”

safe haven at the Manor.

St. Ed’s,” says Schacht, recalling the conversation the two

says Scott. “They also do a big Easter party and we have an

Linda Scott’s mother was one of them. “My mom, who

had at the Manor’s November bazaar. “The Manor’s a neat

Easter Bonnet Parade which is so much fun.”

taught at St. Helen’s for 40 years, was a widow who raised

place, low key, which I liked, and it needed help, so I started

Members of the Rotary Club will again be manning the

five children, all on a school teacher’s salary. She loved

volunteering to drive the bus to the grocery store once a

grill and dishing out heaping platefuls during the Manor’s

Helen Cortez dons her best bonnet while
mingling with other Manor residents.

ALL AMERICAN
COUNTRY BBQ BASH
The annual barbecue to benefit St. Francis Manor
and its residents will feature music by the Rebel
Rousers, delicious barbecue, silent auction,
raffles and fun for the entire family.

quality of life residents enjoy and appreciate.
5 to 8 p.m. Saturday April 29
at St. Francis Manor
1750 20 Ave.
Adult tickets $25; 11 to 20 years old $15
10 and under free
For more information, 772-562-8575 or
stfrancismanor@aol.com
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Cooper Beckett, John Ferro, KC Barry, and Owen Kenney lay down mulch.
Saint Edward’s School seniors socialize with some of the
residents in the community hall. Residents seated are:
Wyatt Crowe, Jeanette Verna, Constance Callahan, and
Carole Hull. Students standing are: Elizabeth Diaz, Kyrstin
Malek, Angela Schwere, Ryan Deri, Annabelle Greene,
Sandie Altaras, Caitlyn Carrick, and Alex Marshall.

“The manor is
like the ‘Little
Engine That
Could.’

annual barbecue, a communitywide “friendraiser” on
April 29. Besides promising the all-you-can-eat “best

We have people
who in some way or
form have a heart
for seniors and give
of their time, talent
and treasure.”

danged BBQ on 20th Avenue,” the 5 to 8 p.m. event includes music by the Rebel Rousers, country dancing,
kids entertainment, and a silent auction.
“The barbecue has been our annual awareness
and fundraising event for several years and we draw
a crowd,” Schacht says with a grin. “Grand Harbor
Community Outreach gave us a new grill and warming
oven so we can serve even more people.”
Then there are the St. Edward’s Upper School stuREPRINTED WITH
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–LOUIS SCHACHT, CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIR

dents who give up a no-school day to wash windows,
sweep sidewalks, and dig into yard work. Their smiles

personal reward in helping others.
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are a dead giveaway that even though they know they’re
receiving credit for community service hours, there is

Annabelle Greene
and John Ferro stand
with resident Doris
Summerall in her
revitalized garden.

Ryan Motto cleans the windows.
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St. Francis Manor board members celebrate at a
groundbreaking ceremony earlier this year. Standing:
Larry Thompson, Karolyne Lucero, Linda Colontrelle,
Tim Zorc and Gladys LaForge. Kneeling: Maria-Elena
Kitchell, Tem Fontaine, Anthony Dzielski, and Louis
Schacht. The building campaign goal of $2,025,00 is
what is needed to construct two new buildings, each
with nine one-bedroom units.

The planned $2 million
expansion of St. Francis Manor
includes two buildings, each
with nine one-bedroom units.

“The Manor is sort of like ‘The Little Engine That
Could,’” says Schacht. “We have people who in some
way or form have a heart for seniors and give of their
time, talent and treasure.”
It doesn’t go unnoticed. Residents, who range in
age from 62 to 96, also pitch in, spending time in the
Pat Langbehn Nelson Social Hall sorting and categorizing library books; caring for Rio and Jules, two
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chatty parakeets; keeping the community kitchen
organized; and making sure the coffee urn is always
full. Early on a Thursday morning a resident, book
tucked under her arm, strolled in, filled her coffee
mug and headed outside to sip and turn pages on
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Doris Summerall, Ron
Meservie and Val
Wilson enjoy a recent
birthday party held in
the Manor’s social hall.

the patio overlooking a sun splashed lake, home to fish,

They come to take a look and ask to have their names put

turtles, ducks and geese. Idyllic.

on our waiting list.”

While quiet, alone time is enjoyed, so too are group

Once they become a resident, Scott is their go-to per-

activities and events that stimulate the mind, exercise the

son when they need special assistance. “We have people

body, and encourage social interaction. Bible study, bingo,

who need help with things like applying for food stamps

Zumba, VNA health checks and town hall meetings are

or paying an electric bill, and Linda knows what commu-

just a few of the ongoing activities at the Manor. Every

nity resources are available,” says Schacht. “We do what-

other month birthdays are celebrated in grand style with

ever we can to see that they’re taken care of, and we’re

dinner and music.

excited that once the two new buildings are ready for oc-

Life is good at the Manor, and it’s evident the minute
you pull up in front of the yellow buildings, each identi-

cupancy, more limited-income seniors will be able to call
St. Francis home.” `

fied by a letter of the alphabet and centered on a courtyard.
Here residents carefully tend plants clustered around the
entrance to their apartment. Some add welcome signs while
others tuck small statues in and around the greenery. This
is their home and they take great pride in making sure it
bears their personal touch.
So, who are the residents? They are as individual as the
décor at their front door. “We have former nurses, teachers,

COMPANIES INVOLVED WITH THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW BUILDINGS
AT ST. FRANCIS MANOR ARE:

carpenters, a cruise ship activities director — they come
from all walks of life,” says Scott. “There are many financial
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reasons that bring them here: a spouse got sick and all the
money they had saved went for medical care, the increase in
cost for things like food and utilities, things like that which
have basically depleted their financial resources. They hear
about the Manor through friends and or family members.

Barth Construction Inc.
Carter Associates Inc.
Edlund, Dritenbas, Binkley Architects and Associates P.A.
Surlaterre Landscape Architecture
Coyle Consulting Co.

